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New-car buyers shift down a band or two

Research by economists at SMMT has revealed a dramatic shift in the new car market, with hundreds of thousands of buyers moving into cars with lower CO2 emissions. By comparing road tax bands, which are based on tailpipe CO2, the figures show 60.7 per cent of new cars sold last year fell within the cleanest bands A-D (under 165 g/km) compared with just 43.1 per cent in 2000.  

New car registrations by VED band 2000 v 2006

	VED

band
	CO2
g/km
	2000
new cars
	Market share

%
	2006
new cars
	Market share

%

	A
	<100 g
	80
	0
	298
	0

	B
	101 - 120
	3,519
	0.1
	109,926
	4.7

	C
	121 - 150
	421,158
	19.2
	747,094
	31.9

	D
	151 - 165
	500,494
	23.8
	567,007
	24.2

	E
	166 - 185
	511,220
	22.7
	398,055
	17.0

	F
	186 - 225
	533,759
	24.0
	346,343
	14.8

	G
	226 +
	250,689
	11.3
	176,141
	7.5


'There has been a noticeable shift in the new car market,' commented SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan, 'This is partly due to concerns about motoring costs and partly because reducing their climate change impact is important to more buyers. However, we should not underplay significant fuel economy and CO2 savings from technological advances in new models, including premium brands.'

Recently launched British-built models highlight this improvement. The new MINI Cooper for example, built in Oxford, is 19 per cent better on fuel economy and 16 per cent on CO2 emissions than its predecessor, Halewood's Land Rover Freelander2 petrol boasts a 10 per cent improvement on fuel consumption and emissions over the model it replaced, while a new range of fuel-efficient diesel models has helped Jaguar cut average tailpipe CO2 by 31.5 per cent since 1997.
CO2 distribution of the new car market 1997 / 2000 / 2006
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Today's figures have been revealed as a preview of SMMT's annual new car CO2 report. The launch is planned for early July at SMMT headquarters, Forbes House in London.

Notes:
At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95 per cent less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 12 per cent since 1997.

Each vehicle made in Britain requires half the energy to produce than it did just five years ago, saving an estimated 700,000 tonnes of CO2 a year. Waste to landfill per vehicle produced has also been cut by a factor of four, from 66.4 kg in 2001 to 14.5 kg in 2005. For more details, download SMMT's annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site www.smmt.co.uk/publications
